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The Interagency Operations Advisory Group (IOAG) conducted its annual face-to-face meeting, 

IOAG-23, at the Goonhilly Satellite Earth Station, located in Cornwall, England, hosted by the 

United Kingdom Space Agency, on 16-19 September 2019. With the vote during this meeting to 

raise the UK Space Agency to full member status, the IOAG now stands with eight member 

(ASI, CNES, CSA, DLR, ESA, JAXA, NASA, UKSA) and five observer agencies (CNSA, 

KARI, RFSA, SANSA, UAE). On the second day, Ms. Mealing-Jones, UK Space Agency 

Director of Growth, provided the keynote address, in which she encouraged the IOAG agencies 

to consider the broader spectrum of UK industry across the region, rather than primarily in 

London. 

During this meeting, each agency presented its accomplishments of the past year and future 

plans. Presentations were also provided by each of the liaisons, including: the Consultative 

Committee for Space Data Systems (CCSDS), International Committee on Global Navigation 

Satellite Systems (ICG), International Space Exploration Coordination Group (ISECG), and the 

Space Frequency Coordination Group (SFCG). Invited guest Mr. John Guidi, NASA’s Deputy 

Director for Advanced Exploration Systems, provided his report on NASA’s Artemis program, 

which will send the first woman and the next man to the Moon by 2024.  

The IOAG has several active working groups and study groups, each of which provided status 

briefings of their work, including: LEO26 Working Group (LEO26WG), Lunar Communication 

Architecture Working Group (LCAWG), Mission Operations Systems Study Group (MOSSG), 

Optical Links Study Group (OLSG), Service Catalogue Working Group (SCWG), Space 

Internetworking Study Group (SISG) and the Spacecraft Emergency Cross Support Working 

Group (SECSWG). Two new working groups were discussed and recommended for work in the 

new year, and Terms of References will be prepared for a Mars and Beyond Communications 

Architecture Working Group (MBC-AWG) and a Space Operations Sustainability Working 

Group (SOSWG). 

This meeting was extended by one day to include its first Industry Workshop with space 

communications-related industry. Held on 17 September, it included participants both in person 

and by teleconference, ten of which were selected to provide presentations to the seven member 

and seven observer agencies of the IOAG. A discussion led by the host agency followed the 

presentations, after which an exhibit room provided the opportunity for delegates to interact 

directly with the various company representatives. It was agreed that some companies may be 

interested in providing subject matter experts to participate in some of the working group 



teleconferences, as appropriate, such as the SECSWG and OLSG. An email was sent to the 

representatives to thank them for their participation and ask them to provide insight into which 

groups interested them and in what future venue they may wish to participate in further 

interactions with the IOAG (e.g., sidebar meetings during related conferences).  

The Chairman announced that he would be retiring from the European Space Agency in June 

2022, and opened discussion for his successor as IOAG Chair. The member agencies will take 

this under consideration for future resolution. 

The next teleconference, IOAG-23a, will be conducted on 10 December 2019. The host for the 

next annual meeting, IOAG-24, will be CNES, and will be held in either Paris or Toulouse in 

September 2020. 

The various presentations and actions are available on the internal IOAG.org website. Service 

catalogues and other reports are available on the public IOAG.org website. 

 

 

 


